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Personal profiles

Authors, editors and reviewers

Authors

Michael Faure: Maastricht University and Erasmus University Rotterdam, the Netherlands; Faculty of Law of 

Universitas Indonesia

Country: The Netherlands

Expertise area: Environmental law, law and economics, liability and insurance

Michael Faure Biographical introduction

Professor Dr Michael G. Faure LLM became academic director of the 
Maastricht European Institute for Transnational Legal Research and professor 
of comparative and international environmental law at the law faculty of 
Maastricht University in September 1991. Retired from both positions in May 
2025. In addition, he was academic director of the Ius Commune Research 
School and a member of the board of directors of Ectil. Since 1 February 2008, 
he has been a part-time professor of comparative private law and economics 
at the Rotterdam Institute of Law and Economics of the Erasmus University 
in Rotterdam and academic director of the European Doctorate in Law and 
Economics programme until his retirement in May 2025.

Until January 2023 he was also an attorney at the Antwerp Bar.

He publishes in the areas of environmental (criminal) law, tort and insurance, 
and economic analysis of (accident) law. Currently, he is Adjunct Professor at 
the Faculty of Law of Universitas Indonesia.

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8756-7832
Contact: michael.faure@maastrichtuniversity.nl

Pernille M. A. Moesborg: Prosecution Unit, Southeast Jutland Police

Country: Denmark

Expertise area: Traffic law regarding heavy goods vehicles, environmental law, special law

Pernille M. A. Moesborg Biographical introduction

Pernille Moesborg started as a prosecutor with the Prosecution Unit of the 
Danish police in 2004.

In 2013, special units were set up to investigate and control heavy goods 
vehicles in Denmark. Three units were created, and she helped build the 
southern unit.

She has acquired considerable knowledge of the different areas of law 
concerning heavy goods vehicles, among them areas related to the transport 
of waste. Alongside her work in the southern unit, she still works with special 
law cases, including those regarding environmental law that range from small 
cases to cases involving financial gains of millions of euro from illegal business.

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0009-0004-7462-7233
Contact: Pja007@politi.dk 
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Ragnhild Sollund: University of Oslo Department of Criminology and Sociology of Law

Country: Norway

Expertise area: Green criminology, wildlife crime, speciesism

Ragnhild Sollund Biographical introduction

Ragnhild Sollund has since 2010 been professor of criminology at the University 
of Oslo. Here she has mainly done research and published widely within 
the field of green criminology, particularly wildlife trafficking and wildlife 
management. Sollund was project leader for CRIMEANTHROP, an international 
research project that investigated the implementation and enforcement of 
CITES and the Bern convention in four countries, and she was partner to the 
EFFACE project funded by the EU that investigated environmental crimes in 
Europe and beyond.

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2260-633X
Contact: ragnhild.sollund@jus.uio.no 

Co-author: Daan VAN UHM
Country: The Netherlands

Utrecht University; Open University

Expertise area: Environmental crime, green criminology, illegal wildlife trade
ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3696-5982
contact: d.p.vanuhm@uu.nl

Michal Cikhart: Department of Investigation, Academy of the Police Force in Bratislava

Country: Slovakia

Expertise area: Environmental crime, CBRN threats, law enforcement

Michal Cikhart Biographical introduction

Michal Cikhart is an assistant professor at the Department of Investigation, 
Academy of the Police Force in Bratislava, Slovakia, with over 24  years of 
experience in law enforcement. His expertise spans environmental crime 
and CBRN threats, where he has established himself as a leading authority. 
As a former investigator, he played a crucial role in combating these issues, 
significantly contributing to efforts against both environmental and hazardous 
materials-related crimes.

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0009-0000-3870-364X
Contact: michal.cikhart@akademiapz.sk

Co-author: Jana Janovcova
Country: Slovakia

Department for Detection of Hazardous Substances and Environmental Crime, 
National Centre for Specific Crimes, Presidium of the Police Force of Slovakia

Expertise area: Environmental crime, CBRN threats, investigation
ORCID: https://orcid.org/0009-0009-0604-8164
Contact: jana.janovcova@minv.sk
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Phillip Screen: Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore and Crime & tech

Country: Italy

Expertise area: Illicit trafficking, organised crime, illicit networks

Phillip Screen Biographical introduction

Phillip Screen is a PhD candidate at Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore in 
Milan. His research explores the links between illicit drug trafficking, terrorism 
and organised crime networks. He is also a researcher at Transcrime, the Joint 
Research Centre on Innovation and Crime at Cattolica, and at Crime & tech. 
Previously, he taught criminology and security at Flinders University in 
Australia. His research focuses on how illicit networks operate and intersect 
with global security concerns.

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0009-0006-3351-7112
Contact: phillip.screen@unicatt.it 

Co-author: Serena Favarin
Country: Italy

Assistant Professor, Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore and Crime & tech

Expertise area: Waste crimes, geospatial analysis of crime, organised crime
ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0841-0317 Contact: serena.favarin@
unicatt.it

Co-author: Filippo Giacinti
Country: Belgium

Zabala Innovation Europe

Expertise area: Security, space, defence
Contact: FGIACINTI@zabala.eu

Co-author: Margherita Volpe
Country: Belgium

Zabala Innovation Europe

Expertise area: Security, environmental crimes, innovation
Contact: mvolpe@zabala.eu

Co-author: Edoardo Genova
Country: Belgium

Zabala Innovation Europe

Expertise area: Security, environmental crimes, defence
Contact: egenova@zabala.eu

Co-author: Alfiya Urazaeva
Country: Spain

Cifal Malaga

Expertise area: Development, sustainability, management knowledge and 
skills
ORCID: https://orcid.org/0009-0008-9932-9434
Contact: alfiya.urazaeva@gmail.com

Co-author: George Boldeanu
Country: Romania

GMV Romania

Expertise area: Earth observation, GIS, data analysis
ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7627-5359
Contact: george.boldeanu@gmv.com

Co-author: Marta Barbosa
Country: Portugal

University of Porto

Expertise area: Environmental engineering, water treatment, nanostructured 
materials
Contact: up199201533@edu.fc.up.pt
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Phillip Screen Biographical introduction

Co-author: Matías Molina
Country: Portugal

INESC TEC

Expertise area: Computer science, artificial intelligence, machine learning
ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8799-6725
Contact: matias.d.molina@inesctec.pt

Co-author: Rita Paula Almeida 
Ribeiro
Country: Portugal

Assistant Professor, University of Porto, and INESC TEC

Expertise area: Artificial intelligence, imbalanced domain learning, anomaly 
and outlier detection
ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6852-8077
Contact: rpribeiro@fc.up.pt

Co-author: João Gama
Country: Portugal

Full Professor, Faculty of Economics, University of Porto, and INESC TEC

Expertise area: Machine learning, change detection, evolving data
ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3357-1195
Contact: jgama@fep.up.pt

Co-author: Miquel Sarrias 
Monton
Country: Spain

CETAQUA Water Technology Centre

Expertise area: Asset management, artificial intelligence, computer vision
ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6721-9494
Contact: miquel.sarrias@cetaqua.com

Co-author: Antonio J. 
Palomino
Country: Spain

Logikers S. L.

Expertise area: Artificial intelligence, robotics, computer vision
ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7939-0352
Contact: antonio@logikers.com
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Tatjana Kuznecova: Saxion University of Applied Sciences

Country: The Netherlands

Expertise area: Environmental crime, data science, AI, geo-spatial data

Tatjana Kuznecova: Biographical introduction

Tatjana Kuznecova is a senior researcher in the research group ‘Technologies 
for Criminal Investigations’ at Saxion University of Applied Sciences. She 
leads the ‘Data Science and Crime’ research line, focusing on data science, 
geo-spatial data and AI for safety and security, with a special interest in 
environmental crime. Tatjana has also worked as a researcher and teacher at 
other universities in Latvia and the Netherlands.

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0009-0002-0283-9435
Contact: t.kuznecova@saxion.nl

Co-author: Nilay Swarge
Country: The Netherlands

Saxion University of Applied Sciences

Expertise area: Remote sensing, data science, geoinformation science
ORCID: https://orcid.org/0009-0009-1051-0761
Contact: n.n.swarge@gmail.com

Co-author: Jaap Knotter
Country: The Netherlands

National Police of the Netherlands, Police Academy of the Netherlands, Saxion 
University of Applied Sciences

Expertise area: Forensics, criminal investigations, operational technologies
Contact: j.c.knotter@saxion.nl 

Lieselot Bisschop: Erasmus University Rotterdam

Country: The Netherlands

Expertise area: Environmental harm, corporate crime, organised crime, public–private cooperation

Lieselot Bisschop Biographical introduction

Criminologist Lieselot Bisschop specialises in environmental harm, corporate 
crime and organised crime, and their governance. Her research covers PFAS 
pollution, e-waste trade, planned obsolescence, wildlife trade, gold and 
timber trade, shipbreaking and land loss. In addition, since 2018, she and 
her colleagues have conducted practice-oriented studies on organised drug 
crime, particularly in the Port of Rotterdam.

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7298-4067
Contact: bisschop@law.eur.nl 

Co-author: Karin Van 
Wingerde
Country: The Netherlands

Erasmus School of Law, Erasmus University Rotterdam

Expertise area: Corporate crime, environmental harm, regulatory governance
ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7176-1630

Co-author: Sammie Verbeek
Country: The Netherlands

Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, Faculty of Law

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0903-7187 
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Volodymyr Veretiannikov: Donetsk State University of Internal Affairs

Country: Ukraine

Expertise area: Environmental law

Volodymyr Veretiannikov Biographical introduction

In 2003, Volodymyr Veretiannikov qualified as a lawyer, and in 2005 he obtained 
a Master of Law at the Luhansk State University of Internal Affairs, named 
after E. O. Didorenko. Since 2009, he has been working at higher educational 
institutions (universities) of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine. Since 
2013, he has held management positions at these universities. In 2022, he 
became a Doctor of Philosophy in Law at the Luhansk State University of 
Internal Affairs.

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7513-2292
Contact: vladimirveretyannikov@gmail.com 

Pedro Maia Ribeiro: Guarda Nacional Republicana

Country: Portugal

Expertise area: Environment, law enforcement, international cooperation

Pedro Maia Ribeiro Biographical introduction

Pedro Maia Ribeiro is a Major from the Portuguese Republican National 
Guard (GNR) and gained his expertise on tackling Environmental Criminality 
working in the Environment and Nature Protection Service (SEPNA) within 
GNR. Before joining SEPNA he gathered experience on a technical level as the 
GNR´s National Coordinator in Chemical Biological Nuclear and Radiological 
(CBRN) events, supporting, at the time, serious waste and pollution related 
investigations. Of his experience it is also relevant to mention the coordination 
of deployment of Remotely Piloted Aircraft Systems (RPAS) and training and 
operational use of Remote Sensing applied to investigations. Mr. Ribeiro is the 
Head of Control, Organization and Planning Office of the National SEPNA’s 
Directorate. In the academic level Mr. Ribeiro has a Master Degree on Military 
Sciences, specialized in Security, a Post Degree in Security and Safety Sciences 
and Post Degree on Environmental Law.

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0009-0006-0729-5157
Contact: ribeiro.pam@gnr.pt
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Henrik Forssblad: Division for Innovation in Policing and Law Enforcement at the Swedish National 

Operations Department

Country: Sweden

Expertise area: Environmental crime, environmental law, investigation methodology

Henrik Forssblad Biographical introduction

Henrik Forssblad works in the Division for Innovation in Policing and Law 
Enforcement at the Swedish National Operations Department, focusing on 
strategic issues related to environmental crime. A police officer with a master’s 
degree in forestry, he has worked on environmental crime since the Swedish 
Environmental Code came into force in 1999, holding roles in investigation, 
intelligence and EU missions, with environmental crime as a central theme.

Contact: henrik.forssblad@polisen.se
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Editors

Maria João Guia, editor-in-chief: European Union Agency for Law Enforcement Training (CEPOL)

Country: Portugal and Hungary

Expertise area: Strategic border management, migration, human trafficking, migration and crime, rights of 

victims of crimes

Maria João Guia Biographical introduction

Maria João Guia is the Research & Knowledge Management Officer at CEPOL. 
She holds a PhD in law and sociology, (Law, justice and citizenship on the XXIst 
century), and four master’s degrees (in law, sociology, translation and strategic 
border management). She is professionalised in pedagogy and invited 
Assistant Professor of Criminology at Universidade Autónoma de Lisboa (UAL). 
She is the author of several scientific books and articles, the most recent book 
published by Springer in 2024, co-edited with Professor Anabela Miranda 
Rodrigues, New Forms of Human Trafficking: Global South Highlights and Local 
Contexts on Sexual and Labor Exploitation.

ORCID:https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1876-8694
Contact: maria.guia@cepol.europa.eu; mjguiaual@gmail.com

Matteo Arru, co-editor assistant of this special number: European Union Agency for Law Enforcement 

Training (CEPOL)

Country: Italy, Hungary

Expertise area: Information systems, artificial intelligence, operational excellence

Matteo Arru Biographical introduction

Matteo Arru’s research specialises in applying AI, natural language processing 
and business process management to improve organisational efficiency. His 
work, particularly in law enforcement training, focuses on enhancing security 
and operational capabilities through digital transformation and advanced 
AI tools. He has significant expertise in knowledge management systems, 
cybersecurity and AI-driven innovation.

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2756-9582
Contact: matteo.arru@cepol.europa.eu; matteo@arru.it 
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Giacomo Florio, editor assistant: European Union Agency for Law Enforcement Training (CEPOL)

Country: Italy, Hungary

Expertise area: Criminology, political science, terrorism

Giacomo Florio Biographical introduction

Giacomo is a multilingual junior professional currently serving as an 
Administrative Assistant at CEPOL – the European Union Agency for Law 
Enforcement Training in Budapest. He holds a master of law in criminology and 
Security from the University of Lausanne and a bachelor’s degree in political 
science from the University of Trieste, enriched by academic exchanges in 
Paris and Montreal.

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0009-0003-0539-5953
Contact: Giacomo.florio.ext@cepol.europa.eu

André Pires da Silva, trainee/editor assistant: European Union Agency for Law Enforcement Training 

(CEPOL)

Country: Portugal

Expertise area: Portuguese Law, European Law

André Pires da Silva Biographical introduction

André Pires da Silva is a trainee at CEPOL – the European Union Agency for Law 
Enforcement Training. He holds a Bachelor’s degree in Law from the Faculty of 
Law of the University of Lisbon (where he also had an exchange experience at 
the Comenius University, Bratislava) and a Master of Laws (LL.M) in European 
Public Law from the Maastricht University. 

Contact: andre.pires-da-silva.int@cepol.europa.eu

Aurelija Pūraitė: Mykolas Romeris University, Lithuania

Country: Lithuania

Expertise area: Geopolitical security, human rights, hybrid threats

Aurelija Pūraitė Biographical introduction

Dr Aurelija Pūraitė is the Vice-Dean for Science and Project Activities at the 
Academy of Public Security, Mykolas Romeris University, and Head of the 
Sustainable Security Research Centre. A distinguished scholar, she has 
authored over 50 scientific articles and book chapters, and leads numerous 
scientific and educational projects aimed at advancing sustainable security 
initiatives.

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9228-1396
Contact: aurelija.puraite@mruni.eu
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Bernd Bürger: Institute for Further Education of the Bavarian Police

Country: Germany

Expertise area: Leadership, Public Order Policing, Shiftwork

Bernd Bürger Biographical introduction

Colonel Dr. Bernd Bürger has served with the Bavarian State Police since 1997 
and brings extensive practical experience in both leadership and incident 
management. He holds a master’s degree in criminology and police science 
from the Ruhr University Bochum (ECTS A), a master’s degree in Public 
Administration – Police Management (ECTS A) as well as a PhD in Public 
Administration from the German Police University and is a certified Positive 
Leadership PERMA-Lead® Consultant.  

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0009-0002-0386-3613
Contact: bernd.buerger@polizei.bayern.de

Eugenio Zaniboni: University of Foggia

Country: Italy

Expertise area: International cooperation against transnational organised crime

Eugenio Zaniboni Biographical introduction

Eugenio Zaniboni is Associate Professor of International Law and has a PhD 
in European Public Law and is a CEPOL Expert Trainer and an Italian Ministry 
of Interior Expert Trainer and Advisor. He was appointed as Italian member of 
the Board of Editors of the CEPOL European Law Enforcement Research Bulletin.

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7645-076X
Contact: eugenio.zaniboni@unifg.it

Mihaela Pop: Bihor County Police

Country: Romania

Expertise area: International relations, European affairs, data protection

Mihaela Pop Biographical introduction

Since 2003, Mihaela has been a police officer with Bihor County Police in 
Romania, focusing on international relations, especially after Romania’s 2007 
EU accession. She holds an economics degree from the University of Oradea, 
a specialisation in international relations from the Alexandru Ioan Cuza Police 
Academy, and a master’s degree in freedom of movement for persons in 
Europe. Currently, she oversees international cooperation and acts as a data 
protection officer, ensuring compliance and coordinating crime prevention 
efforts.

Contact: mihaela.pop@bh.politiaromana.ro
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Nada Milisavljević: unit “Innovation and Security Research” of the Directorate-General Migration and Home 

Affairs (DG HOME)

Country: Belgium

Expertise area: Fighting Crime and Terrorism, including Resilient Infrastructure (FCT/INFRA).

Nada Milisavljević Biographical introduction

Dr. Ir. Nada Milisavljević works in the unit “Innovation and Security Research” of 
the Directorate-General Migration and Home Affairs (DG HOME), where she is 
the EU security research coordinator as well as the team leader for the area of 
Fighting Crime and Terrorism, including Resilient Infrastructure (FCT/INFRA).

Before joining the European Commission, Nada was a researcher at the “Signal 
and Image processing Centre” of the Royal Military Academy of Belgium, and 
she is (co)author of around 100 scientific publications, mainly in the areas of 
image processing and data fusion. Nada holds a Bachelor and a Master degree 
in electrical engineering, and a PhD degree in applied sciences.

Roberto Fernandes: Public Security Police; Higher Institute of Police Sciences and Internal Security (ISCPSI)

Country: Portugal

Expertise area: International relations, policing, internal security

Roberto Fernandes Biographical introduction

Dr Roberto Fernandes is a Police Colonel in the Portuguese Public Security 
Police (PSP) and holds a PhD in International Relations, specialising in 
Geopolitics and Geoeconomics. He serves as Innovation Adviser, Researcher, 
and Lecturer at the Higher Institute of Police Sciences and Internal Security 
(ISCPSI). Dr Fernandes is also an appointed External Expert for CEPOL and 
COST, and a member of the Editorial Board of the European Law Enforcement 
Research Bulletin (ELERB). His research interests focus on security governance, 
innovation in policing, and the geopolitical dimensions of internal security.

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3649-8694
Contact:rnfernandes@psp.pt 
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Ruža Karlović: Ministry of the Interior of the Republic of Croatia – University of Applied Science of Criminal 

Investigation and Public Security

Country: Croatia

Expertise area: Police and society, crime, crime prevention

Ruža Karlović Biographical introduction

Dr. Ruža Karlović is an assistant professor at the University of Applied Sciences 
for Criminal Investigation and Public Security, which is affiliated with the 
Ministry of the Interior. She holds a master’s degree in criminal investigation 
and earned her doctorate in sociology from the University of Zagreb. Her 
research primarily focuses on crime prevention, and the sociology of crime. 
Dr. Karlović has contributed to numerous international security projects as 
part of the Horizon 2020 program. Currently, she serves as the president of the 
Ethics Committee at her institution. In addition to her teaching and research, 
she has authored several scientific papers, conference summaries, and books. 
Dr. Karlović is also a member of the European Society of Criminology (ESC).

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6810-0062
Contact:rkarlovic@fkz.hr

Vesa Huotari: Police University College, Finland

Country: Finland

Expertise area: Police education, evaluation, leadership

Vesa Huotari Biographical introduction

Vesa Huotari (Ret.) worked as a senior researcher at the Police University College, 
Finland, from 2006 to 2025. He did research on various topics and enjoyed 
working on ideas and felt most at home with theoretical, Methodological, and 
philosophical issues. For several years Vesa was CEPOL’s Research and 
Science Correspondent to Finland. 

Contact: retired
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Paulo Machado: ICPOL – PSP Research Unit, Portugal

Country: Portugal

Expertise area: Sociology, statistics applied to crime research, ecology of crime

Paulo Machado Biographical introduction

Paulo Machado has a PhD in sociology of development and social change 
at the Universidade Nova de Lisboa and a postgraduate qualification in 
social demography. He is Scientific Coordinator of the ICPOL – PSP Research 
Unit and Professor of Sociology and Cultural Studies at the Higher Institute 
for Police Sciences and Internal Affairs (Lisbon). He is a consultant for the 
Council of Europe Committee on Safety and Security at Sports Events and 
is a former consultant at the European Forum for Urban Security (EuroSocial 
programme in Latin America). He is President of the Portuguese Association 
of Demography.

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1555-3620
Contact: pfsmachado@iscpsi.pt
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Reviewers

Rita Faria: School of Criminology, University of Porto, and CIJ – Interdisciplinary Research Centre on Justice

Country: Portugal

Expertise area: Environmental crime, criminology, qualitative

Rita Faria Biographical introduction

 Rita Faria is an Assistant Professor at the Faculty of Law of the University of 
Porto, vice-director of the School of Criminology, and Director of the PhD 
programme in criminology. She is currently the Director of the Interdisciplinary 
Research Centre on Justice (CIJ), and her preferred research topics are white-
collar, corporate and occupational crime, environmental crimes, research 
misconduct, and gender-based violence and migration. She has been 
contributing to the development of qualitative methods in criminology.

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0093-0550
Contact: rfaria@direito.up.pt

Ana Guerreiro: University of Maia and Faculty of Law, University of Porto (FDUP)

Country: Portugal

Expertise area: Organised crime, criminal networks, female criminality

Ana Guerreiro Biographical introduction

 Ana Guerreiro holds a PhD in criminology. She is Assistant Professor at the 
University of Maia and Invited Assistant Professor at FDUP. A researcher at the 
Interdisciplinary Centre for Gender Studies and at the Interdisciplinary Research 
Centre on Justice, her main research topics include female criminality, violent 
and organised crime, criminal networks, sentencing studies and prevention 
policies. Ana was also nominated in 2024 as a CEPOL External Expert.

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2312-6266
Contact:aguerreiro@umaia.pt



 I 160 

Pedro Trovão Do Rosário: Universidade Autónoma de Lisboa

Country: Portugal

Expertise area: Constitutional law, fundamental/human rights, constitutional justice

Pedro Trovão Do Rosário Biographical introduction

Pedro Trovão Do Rosário has a PhD in law (constitutional and political law). 
He has been teaching since 1991, receiving his doctorate in 2008. He teaches 
master’s and doctorate programmes at universities in Portugal, Spain and 
Brazil, and at the Portuguese Bar Association. He is a member of IACL, IAB and 
various legal committees. He is a researcher at Jusgov and co-coordinator of 
the Ratio Legis research group. He has been a practising lawyer since 1993, 
and is currently employed at Trovão do Rosário & Associados.

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2891-4053
Contact: prosario@autonoma.pt; ptr@trovaodorosario.pt 

Marzena Kordaczuk-Wąs: European Agency for Law Enforcement Training, Collegium Civitas

Country: Poland

Expertise area: Prevention of radicalisation, community policing and crime prevention, evidence-based 

evaluation, policy and practice, designing of preventive measures

Marzena Kordaczuk-Wąs Biographical introduction

Marzena Kordaczuk-Wąs has a PhD in social sciences, specialises in the 
sociology of security and crime prevention. She served 18 years in the Polish 
police, focusing on engagement of police measures in social prevention. 
Currently, she is a senior training officer at CEPOL, coordinating the law 
enforcement cross-border operational cooperation, information exchange 
and interoperability portfolio. Marzena is also an expert in radicalisation 
prevention and collaborates with the Polish Platform for Homeland Security 
and Collegium Civitas. She worked with the Radicalisation Awareness Network 
as co-chair of the RAN-POL Working Group, and currently continues as the 
Leader of the EU Knowledge Hub on Prevention of Radicalisation training 
component.

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5479-7455
Contact: marzena.kordaczuk-was@cepol.europa.eu
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Anja Bothe: University of Lisbon

Country: Portugal

Expertise area: European Union, environmental law, city planning law

Anja Bothe Biographical introduction

Anja Bothe is a German academic from Münster who studied at the Universities 
of Bielefeld, Coimbra and Hamburg. She earned her PhD at the University of 
Hamburg in 2003 and completed postdoctoral studies in Berlin and Coimbra 
in 2010. Since 2010, she has lectured at the Autonomous University of Lisbon 
and the Atlantic University Institute. She has evaluated applications for the 
Centro de Estudos Judiciários since 2016 and is a member of the Portuguese 
Bar Association.

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7300-0034
Contact: abothe@autonoma.pt 

Annika Talmar: European Union Agency for Law Enforcement Training (CEPOL)

Country: Hungary

Expertise area: International humanitarian law, European policy, law enforcement

Annika Talmar Biographical introduction

Annika Talmar, justice counsellor at the Permanent Representation of Estonia 
to the EU in civil law matters. She holds a PhD in law from the University of 
Tartu, specialising in international humanitarian law. She worked at the 
Estonian Academy of Security sciences as a researcher and at the Permanent 
Representation of Estonia to the EU as a home affairs counsellor specialising in 
police cooperation and CEPOL as the first liaison officer in Brussels.

Contact: annika.talmar@gmail.com

Dean Savić: Ministry of the Interior of the Republic of Croatia

Country: Croatia

Expertise area: Organised crime, terrorism, crime investigation

Dean Savić Biographical introduction

Dean Savić has been an employee of the Ministry of the Interior of the 
Republic of Croatia since 1991. He received his PhD degree at the Faculty 
of Political Sciences in Zagreb. He is the author of several scientific and 
professional papers. He has completed several courses in the field of criminal 
investigations at the University of Applied Sciences in criminal investigation 
and public security in Zagreb.

Contact: dsavic@mup.hr
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Emanuel Azevedo Carvalho: Autonomous University of Lisbon

Country: Portugal

Expertise area: Criminal policy, criminal law, international criminal law

Emanuel Azevedo Carvalho Biographical introduction

Emanuel Azevedo Carvalho has a PhD in law from the Autonomous University 
of Lisbon (UAL) and is an Assistant Professor at UAL and a researcher at Ratio 
Legis – Centre for Research and Development in Legal Sciences at UAL and 
at the Justice and Governance Research Centre (Jusgov) at the University of 
Minho Law School. He is a member of the Institute for International Legal 
Co-operation and a trainer at the Portuguese Bar Association (in the area of 
domestic violence). He is a lawyer and legal consultant, and an arbitrator and 
conflict mediator.

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5053-2425
Contact: emanuecarvalho44900p@gmail.com

Gábor Kemény: CEPOL

Country: Hungary

Expertise area: Information exchange, cross-border cooperation, law enforcement organisational environment

Gábor Kemény Biographical introduction

Gábor Kemény is an experienced senior police officer and education 
professional with a demonstrated history of working for law enforcement 
authorities at the national and international levels. He is skilled in law 
enforcement, cross-border cooperation, leadership, capacity building, training 
and project management. He has a strong education background, with various 
postgraduate qualifications in the fields of the special jurisprudence of the law 
of the EU and strategic border management.

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0062-2160
Contact: Gabor.kemeny@cepol.europa.eu

Gediminas Buciunas: Academy of Public Security at Mykolas Romeris University, Vytautas Magnus University

Country: Lithuania

Expertise area: Organised crime, domestic violence, hybrid threats

Gediminas Buciunas Biographical introduction

 Associate Professor Dr Gediminas Buciunas is a distinguished academic and 
legal professional with extensive experience in prosecution and international 
advisory roles. Holding a PhD from Vytautas Magnus and Mykolas Romeris 
Universities, he has been a prosecutor in Lithuania since 1991 and served as an 
advisor in Afghanistan and Ukraine. As a part-time lecturer, he has contributed 
to several universities and published widely on security, terrorism and legal 
issues.

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1826-0527
Contact: gediminas1967@mruni.eu; gediminas1967@gmail.com
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Markus Muehlbauer: Bavarian Police Training Institute in Ainring

Country: Germany

Expertise area: Weapons, hunting, environmental crime

Markus Muehlbauer Biographical introduction

 Markus Muehlbauer studied at the Police Department of the University of 
Applied Sciences for State Employees in Sulzbach-Rosenberg/Bavaria and 
served for over 20 years as a police officer, service group leader and operations 
manager. Now he works as a specialist teacher in weapons, explosives, hunting, 
fishing and environmental crime at the Bavarian Police Training Institute in 
Ainring. As a hunter and fisherman, he is deeply connected to nature and 
helps educate park rangers, conservation officers and young hunters.

Contact: markus.muehlbauer@polizei.bayern.de

Massimo Mecella: Sapienza Università di Roma

Country: Italy

Expertise area:Information systems engineering, artificial intelligence, security and safety

Massimo Mecella Biographical introduction

 Massimo Mecella is a full professor at Sapienza University and has authored 
over 250 papers, with an h-index above 40. He has been involved in numerous 
European and Italian research projects and served as the technical manager 
for Workpad and SM4All, coordinated by Sapienza University. He is part of 
the steering committees for CAiSE, ICSOC, Intelligent Environments, AVI and 
SummerSOC. Currently, he is vice-director of Sapienza’s BSc/MSc degrees in 
computer science and AI, and was director from 2020 to 2023.

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9730-8882
Contact: massimo.mecella@uniroma1.it; massimo.mecella@gmail.com

Mihaela Meresi: University Alexandru Ioan Cuza of Iasi, Romania

Country: Romania and Belgium

Expertise area: Criminology, forensic psychology, predictive policing, probation

Mihaela Meresi Biographical introduction

 Dr Mihaela Meresi is a Romanian researcher in social sciences, focusing on 
green energy, social development, criminology and forensic psychology. Since 
2008, she has managed key research and innovation projects and contributed 
to EU policies on open science, general data protection regulation and open 
data. She holds a PhD in sociology (2007) from Alexandru Ioan Cuza University 
of Iaşi and integrates research, policy and diplomacy to drive transformative 
solutions. Her discoveries in predictive policing have attracted the interest of 
IGI Global Scientific Publishing.

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0009-0005-4692-6911
Contact: meresi.mihaela@gmail.com
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Mircea Constantin Scheau: University of Craiova

Country: Romania

Expertise area: Critical infrastructures, information technology, cybersecurity and financial crime

Mircea Constantin Scheau Biographical introduction

 Mircea Constantin Scheau has a PhD in public order and national security. 
He is author or co-author of several volumes, one of which - Cybercrime 
Regarding Financial Transfers - received the Victor Slăvescu Prize awarded 
by the Romanian Academy, and of over 50 articles related to management, 
law enforcement, infrastructures, technology, defence and cybersecurity. He 
lectures at international conferences and is an Honorary Associate Researcher 
at, member of, or collaborator with, prestigious universities.

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3847-5998
Contact: mircea.scheau@edu.ucv.ro

Ondrej Blažek: Academy of the Police Force in Bratislava

Country: Slovakia

Expertise area: Administrative law, crisis management and civil protection, public administration

Ondrej Blažek Biographical introduction

 From 2019 to 2021, Ondrej Blažek worked at the Academy of the Police Force in 
Bratislava at the Department of Public Administration and Crisis Management. 
From 2021, he started working at the Department of Administrative Law. During 
his time at the university, he authored university textbooks, monographs and 
scientific articles on the subjects of crisis management, civil protection, public 
administration and administrative law.

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8459-670X
Contact: ondrej.blazek@akademiapz.sk

Stijn Aerts: Secretariat of the European Crime Prevention Network

Country: Belgium

Expertise area: Crime prevention, internal security policy, evaluation

Stijn Aerts Biographical introduction

 Stijn Aerts is the coordinator of, and a senior research officer at, the Secretariat 
of the European Crime Prevention Network. He holds a PhD in Arabic 
Studies from the University of Leuven, Belgium, and spent about a decade 
doing academic research—mostly on the (prevention of ) radicalisation and 
violent extremism in Belgium and Egypt. At EUCPN, his focus shifted to crime 
prevention in general, with a focus on situational crime prevention and 
evidence-based prevention policy.

Contact: stijn.aerts@ibz.be
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Terhi Kankaanranta: Police University College

Country: Finland

Expertise area: Economic crime, environmental crime, crime investigation

Terhi Kankaanranta Biographical introduction

 Terhi Kankaanranta, PhD in health economics, is a Senior Researcher at the 
Police University College of Finland. Her expertise includes economic and 
environmental crimes, human trafficking and economic crime investigation, 
as well as job satisfaction factors. She has managed several research projects, 
including illicit waste trafficking (BlockWaste) and modelling pretrial 
investigations of human trafficking (Ihmemalli).

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9909-8153
Contact: terhi.kankaanranta@polamk.fi





Getting in touch with the EU

In person

All over the European Union there are hundreds of Europe Direct centres. You can find the address of the centre 

nearest you online (european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/meet-us_en).

On the phone or in writing

Europe Direct is a service that answers your questions about the European Union. You can contact this service:

— by freephone: 00 800 6 7 8 9 10 11 (certain operators may charge for these calls);

— at the following standard number: +32 22999696;

— via the following form: european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/write-us_en.

Finding information about the EU

Online

Information about the European Union in all the official languages of the EU is available on the Europa website 

(european-union.europa.eu).

EU publications

You can view or order EU publications at op.europa.eu/en/publications. Multiple copies of free publications 

can be obtained by contacting Europe Direct or your local documentation centre (european-union.europa.eu/

contact-eu/meet-us_en).

EU law and related documents

For access to legal information from the EU, including all EU law since 1951 in all the official language versions, 

go to EUR-Lex (eur-lex.europa.eu).

EU open data

The portal data.europa.eu provides access to open datasets from the EU institutions, bodies and agencies. 

These can be downloaded and reused for free, for both commercial and non-commercial purposes. The portal 

also provides access to a wealth of datasets from European countries.



European Union Agency for Law Enforcement Training

Office address: European Union Agency for Law Enforcement Training, 1101 Budapest, 
Üllői út 114-116, Hungary

Correspondence: H-1903 Budapest, Pf. 314, Hungary

Telephone: +36 1 803 8030 • Email: info@cepol.europa.eu 

cepol.europa.eu


